Year 9 – Example Paragraph for Poetry
The use of language in the poem ‘Valentine’ shows the theme of love. The poet is trying to show that love can be good or bad. She also shows us that love does not always last forever:


“Its fierce kiss will stay on your lips,


possessive and faithful


as we are,


for as long as we are.”

The poet uses the oxymoron “fierce kiss” to show us the mixed nature of love. A ‘kiss’ could be tender or passionate. The contrasting word ‘fierce’ could imply the passion of a relationship or the dangerous, violent side of a destructive relationship. This contrast is continued in the next line. ‘Possessive’ could imply someone treats you like an object that they own, suffocating you. ‘Faithful’ indicates how relationships can be loyal and secure. The final line suggests the poet’s uncertainty about love. “For as long as we are” describes her lack of faith in relationships lasting. She feels that they are temporary, not permanent. Overall, Duffy presents us with a more realistic view of love than a traditional love poem. As she is aware of the damage and hurt love can cause. 
