The Top 10 Writing Guidebooks

1. On Writing – Stephen King

‘The King’ talks about his natural progression as a writer through the development and constant struggle occurring within his life, dishing out handy advice along with humorous recollections on the way. 

2. How NOT to Write a Novel – Howard Mittelmark and Sandra Newman



The plot is simply what the title states; How NOT to Write a Novel is how not to write a novel, from openings to the publication world.


3. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life – Anne Lamott

In Bird by Bird, Anne Lamott muses about life in general, encourages others to not be self conscious when writing (commenting about how it’s okay for your writing to be imperfect, just make sure it’s the first draft!), and to draw from your own experiences to build up a repertoire of stories. 
4. The Elements of Style – William Strunk and E.B. White


A mandatory read for anybody who wants to grasp correct grammar usage and avoid Freudian slips that people constantly make in the real world (in fact, it is required in several universities and high schools).

5. If You Want to Write: A Book about Art, Independence and Spirit – Brenda Ueland

In this book, Ueland shares her philosophies on writing and life in general, emphasizing that everyone is talented, unique in their own way, and should not be afraid to write prose purely and solely influenced by them.
6. The Writing Life: Writers On How They Think and Work – Marie Arana

The Writing Life is a compilation of many authors, divulging into secrets such as discovering when they were writers and how they deal with the frustrations and delights a writer's life brings.
7. The Faith of a Writer: Life, Craft, Art – Joyce Carol Oates



In The Faith of a Writer, Carol Oates discusses the subjects that are imperative to the narrative craft, such as inspiration, reading, memory, self-criticism, but pads it out with advice to dewy-eyed writers and the varying conditions a writer’s mind at work. 

8. What If? Writing Exercises for Fiction Writers – Perry Glasser


What If? Writing Exercises for Fiction Writers covers all of the bases of Creative writing, all the way down to intricate details, such as naming small, seemingly insignificant things (pets, restaurants). 
9. Self-Editing for Fiction Writers – Dave King


Self Editing for Fiction Writers known to be an vital book for writers, as the book is chock-full of writing exercises, discussion about characterization, exposition, dialogue, interior monologue, proportion, sophistication, and voice.
10. On Moral Fiction – John Gardner

In On Moral Fiction Gardner attacks current literature's lack of morality, which he believes is the highest purpose of the work and defines in the book, stating that moral fiction "attempts to test human values, not for the purpose of preaching or peddling a particular ideology, but in a truly honest and open-minded effort to find out which best promotes human fulfillment."
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